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Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24th, 10:00PM  

 

If you’re looking for a special Christmas experience, join us in this quaint, 

beautiful church at 10:00pm on Christmas Eve. 

 

There will be special music, singing of carols, traditional candle lights  

and Holy Communion. Trondhjem Lutheran Church invites you to share 

Christmas with them at this special worship service.  



 2 

 From the President 

A Message from  

President  

Nancy Halverson Norton: 

1899! 

October 9th was a very important 

day for us at the historic Trondhjem 

Church!  With the installation of 

the new “Eye of God” window and the return and in-

stallation of our 1911 Julius Holm altar painting, we 

finished the work we committed to do through our 

participation in the Partners for Sacred Plac-

es/Margaret A. Cargill Foundation grant entitled 

“Engaging Artists and Communities to Preserve Nor-

dic Heritage Churches”.  

An important goal for this project, in addition to 

much needed exterior repair and painting for the his-

toric structure, was to return the look of our building 

to its 1899 appearance.  This meant dismantling the 

old handicap ramp and stairs into the historic Church, 

to build a simple platform at the entry. This became 

possible because we now have a handicap accessible, 

covered entry into and through the new social hall.   

 

NANCY NORTON  

Similarly, in replacing the round window in the front, 

north facing wall, we puzzled over how to incorpo-

rate an Eye of God design that would hold up to the 

elements and be an accurate interpretation of the 

1899 reverse painted design on the glass.  John Lin-

dell explains his process for creating the design and 

implementing it elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Thanks to all of you who made contributions toward 

this matching grant opportunity!  We raised enough 

money to match the grant and do a few extra things 

as well. I want to particularly recognize the contribu-

tions of our project manager, Don Pavek, John Lin-

dell, and Dallas Berg for their time and work on be-

half of this extensive project.  We could never have 

done it without them! 

As always, be sure to follow us on Facebook 

(Historic Trondhjem Church) and on our web site 

(https://trondhjempreservation.org).  We look for-

ward to seeing you at Historic Trondhjem Church for 

our Syttende Mai celebration and annual meeting in 

May, and our Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social in  

July. 

https://trondhjempreservation.org/
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 All Seeing Eye of God 
Written by John Lindell 

In 1899 the newly completed Trondhjem church 

building, had an “eye” painted by an unknown artist 

on the west facing circular window glass.  The 1904 

Northfield News said of it, “The All Seeing Eye of 

God seems to be saying I am watching over you my 

children”. The image became an integral part of the 

church and the community. 

Recently, conservators told us there was no remain-

ing evidence of the original painting.  The 1899 

window casement with a 1999 rendition of the eye 

needed replacing. 

We had limited knowledge of the original except for 

photographs, and they were very helpful.  By en-

larging an 1899 photograph, correcting its shape 

with a computer, an image was created as a close 

approximation to the original. The approved artwork 

was digitally scanned and color-printed on non-glare 

Plexiglas, cut to size to fit into the new round case-

ment window and installed by climbing through the 

access door to the attic from the back of the sanctu-

ary. 

 

On clear plexiglass prior to installation 

 

 

Installing the new window/eye 

 
 

 
 

Final installation 
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 History Tour to Historic Trondhjem 

This past May a tour group from the Faribault Scan-
dinavian Society came to historic Trondhjem for a 
tour and presentation on the history of the church and 
community.  
 
Sandy Valek and Merle Fossum hosted the group of 
about a dozen people. Merle gave a talk about the 
origins of the community and both Sandy and Merle 
answered a number of questions from the group. Peo-
ple were especially impressed with the interior decor 
of the church and its restoration.  
 

 Janice Johnson has gathered historical 
obituaries and other information about 
the people buried in the Trondhjem Cem-
etery that she could find records for.  
 
This is a  volunteer effort from her. She 
researched archives of newspapers and 
other sources dating back to the 19th and 
20th centuries and up to the most recent 
burials, and compiled them in a book for 
the benefit of anyone interested. She is an 
expert in this process as she has done the 
same for several other cemeteries includ-
ing the Solor Cemetery in Webster.  
 

Partners for Sacred Places held their   
annual Board Meeting at Historic 
Trondhjem Church on May 24, 2019.   

Once a year their organization hosts their 
national Board at a site where they have 
been partnering. This year they were 
pleased to bring their Board and staff 
members to Northfield to view Valley 
Grove’s historic churches and Historic 
Trondhjem Church with committee and 
board meetings held between the sites 
over two days.   

In addition, Historic Trondhjem is one of 
several Churches featured in their Sum-
mer 2019 Sacred Places Magazine.  You 
can a PDF version of the magazine on at: 
https://sacredplaces.org/tools-
research/sacred-places-magazine/. 

 

 

These books are available for sale for $10 
each and can be purchased at events at 
the historic church.  
 
You may also order directly from Janice 
Johnson.  To order the book by mail you 
can contact Janice Johnson at 8451 Nicol-
let Ave. S., Bloomington, MN 55420. 
Please include $10 for the book, and add 
$5 for shipping/postage.  
 
For more information you can contact 
Janice at jj3dc@juno.com or 952-270-
6114.   

Following the presentation, we adjourned to the mu-
seum and reception hall where Bonnie Pavek and 
Sandy served lefse and other Norwegian treats. The 
tour was arranged by Pauline Schreiber from the Rice 
County Historical Society. 

New Trondhjem Cemetery Book of Obituaries 

Partners for Sacred Places Site Visit 

https://sacredplaces.org/tools-research/sacred-places-magazine/
https://sacredplaces.org/tools-research/sacred-places-magazine/
mailto:jj3dc@juno.com
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 Julius Holm AltAr Painting—1911 

“Christ In Gethsemane” has hung on the Historic 
Trondhjem altar since 1911, when it was painted by 
Julius Holm.  Although recommended at the time of 
the initial renovation 25 years ago, there were insuffi-
cient funds at that time to have the painting cleaned 
and repaired.  The opportunity to have this work done 
as part of the Partners for Sacred Places grant pre-
sented itself. We had an evaluation completed by 
Alexa Beller of the Midwest Art Conservation Cen-
ter, located at the Minneapolis Institute of Art, and 
contracted to have the work completed as part of our 
grant.   

Basically, Ms. Beller removed the painting from its 
frame, and worked to clean over 100 years of dust, 
wax and smoke from the surface, and repair and re-
stretch the canvas with a new linen edge to stabilize it 
on a new backing board.  She also cleaned and re-
duced the discolored original resin varnish, and ap-
plied a stable non-yellowing synthetic resin varnish 
to the surface. 

Joel Pieper Fine Arts was responsible for transport-
ing, building the new frame and re-installing the 
painting at the Historic Church.  It looks amazing and 
we are so proud of this special piece of original art! 

 Photos of  
re-installation  

 

Removing the  
painting 

 

Joel and Nate of Joel 
Pieper Fine Arts  

prepare the painting 
for transport. 

 
 

Alexa Beller of 
Midwest Art  
Conservation  

Center works on 
cleaning and  
restoration 
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 Stay INFORMED 

Board of Directors    
 

President - Nancy Halverson Norton 
Vice President – Ramona Pumper  
Secretary – Bonnie Pavek 
Treasurer – Deb Simon      
Board Members— Dallas Berg, Renee Fredrickson,  
Sandy Valek, Phil Bonham, Kristin Fossum Bierman, 
Ann Pocker 

Committee Chairs 
 

Building & Facility – Dallas Berg 
Museum – John Lindell 
Publicity/Newsletter/Web—Ann Pocker 
Editor—Merle Fossum 
Events & Programs—Sandy Valek 
Finance & Membership— Ann Pocker 
Account/Auditor—Randy Halverson 
Legal Advisor—Nancy Halverson Norton 

TCPS Board 

There are many reasons and many ways to stay    
informed on the happenings of TCPS. 

• This newsletter 

• Our electronic newsletter                             
(Please let us know if you prefer this option) 

• Visit us at www.TrondhjemPreservation.org 

• Like us on our Facebook page,  “Old Trondhjem 
Church”  

• Email us at HistoricTCPS@gmail.com 

• Contact any board member (listed below) 

Amazon Smile 

Amazon shoppers, consider shopping 
through Amazon Smiles 
(smile.amazon.com) – each time you 
do, Amazon will donate 5%  of your 
total purchase directly to TCPS.  Eve-
ry little bit helps – thank you! 

 

Give while you shop 

Building rental 

A building as beauti-

ful as ours needs to 

be enjoyed by many 

people!   

 

If you have a special 

event coming up, 

consider     renting 

our space with the 

newly remodeled 

gathering center. 

 

To book a date for your wedding, family reunion,  

holiday celebration or any group get together con-

tact: 

Ramona Pumper 
Email: erlis@charter.net 
Phone: 612-554-9252 

OR 

Sandy Valek 
Email: uffdasandy@gmail.com 
Phone: 507-319-6912 
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 Donations APRIL – SEPTEMBER 2019 

Thank you for your   

contributions  

that help sustain this  

beautiful, historic treasure! 

Donations 
 
Adam Wernick & Thyra Fossum 
Sina Henry 
Margaret Velde 
Beverly Steberg 
Berit Anfinson 
Evelyn Horwath 
Arvid & Gloria Boyum 
Karen Johnson 
Judith Stinar 
Dale & Betty Quist 
Dan & Marlene Fossum 
Dr. Edward Hughes 
Alice Coudron 
Reinhold Lemke 
Paper Petalum 
Kathy & Dennis Vosejpka 
College City Design/Build 
Nancy & Mike Norton 
Don & Bonnie Pavek 
 
Memory of Lee Christie Hauer 
Sherry Biltz 
 
Memory of Rev. Gene H. 
Heglund 
Margaret Heglund 
James Heglund 
Ramona Pumper 
Bab Lentsch 
Margaret Heglund 
Dallas Berg 
Lyla Arneson 
Darrell & Arlys Wiese 
Merle & Mavis Fossum 
Nancy & Mike Norton 
Gay Halverson-Loesch & Louis 
Loesch 
 
Memory of Parents, Sister & 
Brother 
Ramona Pumper 
 
Memory of Ralph Arneson 
His Family 
 
Memory of Marius & Clara 
Saxerud 
David & Judy Saxerud 
 
 

Memory of Florence Sandman 
(Tonsager) 
Jerry Sandmann 
 
Honor of Grandchildren Talia, 
Kira, Maren, Miles & Stian 
Merle & Mavis Fossum 
 
Memory of Gordon Halverson 
Maxine Halverson 
 
Memory of Burt Paulsen 
Donna Paulsen 
 
Memory of Elna & Sherwin 
Hansen 
Darrell & Arlys Wiese 
Gay Halverson-Loesch & Louis 
Loesch 
 
Honor of Don & Bonnie Pavek 
Bill & Marilyn Kuehl 
 
Memory of Floyd & Carol 
Johnson 
Deb Simon 
 
Memory of Francis Valek & 
Bennie & Ida Johnson 
Brad Valek 
 
Memory of Joe, Susie, Kenneth 
& Vernon Fossum 
Arlene Fossum Neil 
 
Honor of Floyd & Carol John-
son family 
Amie Summers 
 
Memory of Swede Otte, Randa 
Vogen & Bette Quinnell 
Judith Pinc 
 
Honor of WWll Women’s Ar-
my Corp Vet. 1945-1946 & 
Memory of Helen Briesacher, 
Farmington 
Tammy Schiller 
 
Memory of Milo Quinnell 
Keith, Scott, Marybeth, Craig, 
Randy & Michelle & Elouise 

Quinnell 
 
Memory of Sedonna Miller 
Keith, Scott, Marybeth, Craig, 
Randy & Michelle & Elouise 
Quinnell 
 
Honor of Don Pavek on Father’s 
Day 
Darin Pavek 
 
Use of Historic Church for 
Board Meeting 
Partners for Sacred Places  
 
Memory of Joyce Pflaum 
Dorothy Hofmeister 
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NONPROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LONSDALE, MN 

PERMIT NO. 39 

My Contribution to Help Restore Historic Trondhjem Church 

All Contributions are tax deductible. 

Any $15.00 contribution will make you a member for the upcoming year. 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip: __________________________________________________________ 

Please Accept my Gift of $________________ 

To be Given in Honor of: __________________________________________________ 

To be given in memory of: ___________________________________________________ 

We will gladly send an acknowledgment of your gift to someone you choose.  Simply write the name and 
address below, of where you would like an acknowledgement sent. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Return to Trondhjem Community Preservation Society (TCPS), PO Box 259, Lonsdale, MN 55046.  TCPS 
is a 501 C3 corporation and all contributions are tax deductible. 

 8501 Garfield Ave., Lonsdale, MN  55046                                                                              www.TrondhjemPreservation.org 

Return service requested 


