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If you’re looking for a special Christmas experience, join us in this quaint,
beautiful church at 10:00pm on Christmas Eve.
There will be special music, singing of carols, traditional candle lights
and Holy Communion. Trondhjem Lutheran Church invites you to share
Christmas with them at this special worship service.
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From the President
A Message from
President
Nancy Halverson Norton:

Coming Full Circle
NANCY NORTON

2018 has been a busy year at TCPS! It marks the
completion of the main floor of the renovated and
expanded social hall and museum, as well as the
landscaping – most notably the new rain water runoff
garden below and behind the newer portion of our
building. Following on the heels of this, and together
with the major renovation and preservation of the
Historic Church completed some time ago, we must
now turn our attention once again to the exterior of
the historic building which is badly in need of repair,
cleaning and painting. This is where we started in
1998, and it is time to revisit it!

ists and Communities to Preserve Nordic Heritage
Churches”. With the final grant application in process, it is our understanding that we will receive
matching funds from them for the completion of the
exterior repair and painting of the Historic Church, as
well as several additional projects.
Were you able to attend an event at the Historic
Trondhjem Church this past year? If so, you were
able to see for yourself how much we have been able
to accomplish with your donations of money and
time. We look forward to seeing you here in the
coming year, and we hope you will consider a special
donation in furtherance of our matching grant goal of
raising $15,000.00!

Two Easy ways to give
Amazon Smile
For you Amazon shoppers, consider
shopping through Amazon Smiles
(smile.amazon.com) – each time you
do, Amazon will donate 5% of your
total purchase directly to TCPS. Every little bit helps – thank you!

The exterior painting has been on the TCPS Board’s
agenda for some time, with the hope of raising funds
to do so after completion of the social hall/museum
project. As with any work we have done on these
structures, we have been mindful of our National Historic Register status, and made every effort to comply
with standards for historic structures.

Give to the MAX MN

We were pleased to be contacted by Partners for Sacred Places (www.sacredplaces.org) and offered an
opportunity to apply for matching funds up to
$15,000.00 from a Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
grant they are administering entitled “Engaging Art-

Remember TCPS on November 15th.
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Trondhjem Cemetery
Trondhjem Cemetery News
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places
and located across the road from the Historic
Trondhjem Church, the Cemetery was established
even before construction of the original Trondhjem
Church building. On September 2, 1876, the church
minutes state that the congregation came to an
agreement to locate the graveyard on Johannes
Fossum’s land, on the boundary
between
Wheatland
and
Webster townships where they
expected a road would be located at some future date. The road
was indeed located there, and it
now passes between the church
and the cemetery.
Mapping and records for the
oldest part of the cemetery have
always held a few mysteries and
uncertainties. For this reason, it
has been more challenging than
one might expect for the Cemetery Board to update the historical maps of the older part of the
Cemetery. The good news is that an updated map of
the Cemetery will soon be made available for viewing in the Fellowship Hall of the Historic
Trondhjem Church!

The Trondhjem Cemetery has an on-going mission
important to TCPS, the greater community of the
Trondhjem Lutheran Church and the many friends
and family of loved ones who now rest at the Cemetery. Although the Cemetery operates separately
from TCPS and the Trondhjem Lutheran Church, our
mission cannot be fulfilled without close alignment.
As a small country Cemetery
our current income is significantly less than the costs of the
basic operation and grounds
maintenance needs of the Cemetery. We are critically dependent upon contributions of time
and money from the many people who feel a connection to the
Cemetery.
Please remember
the Trondhjem Cemetery in
your giving. Your financial support is required to sustain respectful care for the Cemetery
and perhaps make some improvements over time. In addition, we are actively seeking
new members to join our Board
and volunteers to help with some of the activities
necessary to maintain the Cemetery. We also welcome your ideas for potential improvements to the
Cemetery.

Funding appeal
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
As you think about the value of the Historic
Trondhjem Church to you, your family, and your
community, please consider a special gift this year or
a pledge for next year, to help us raise the necessary
$15,000.00 for the matching grant of $15,000.00
from Partners for Sacred Places. Your gift will be
doubled in value!
This money will go toward the necessary exterior
repairs and painting, and preservation of some of the
valuable art on site, such as the original altar painting.

Using the envelope included in the
newsletter, please mail your donation
to:

TCPS,
Po. Box 259,
Lonsdale, MN 55046.
Pledge forms for 2019 will be mailed out near the
end of this year. Thank you for considering supporting our mission and work!
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Matching Capital grant

Partners for Sacred Places Grant & Training –
Nancy Halverson Norton
TCPS was notified in April that Historic Trondhjem
had been identified as a candidate for participation in
a new project by Partners for Sacred Places
(www.sacredplaces.org) to serve historic churches
with Nordic heritage in the Upper Midwest. The project offers matching capital grants (up to $15,000.00)
and other forms of assistance to 16 churches across
six states:
to repair and restore aspects of their “architecture
and artistry”, and
build connections with
the larger community in a way that
can sustain these
buildings and help
them serve that
community in new
ways.
Noting that TCPS is
“clearly significant and
worthy of preservation”,
we were invited to participate in a webinar on the
project, and subsequently
apply to be one of the 16 historic churches or nonprofits. Our May, 2018 application was approved,
and we were selected to go forward in the grant process. The potential items for grant funding included the exterior of the Church, cleaning of the altar
painting, and possibly stabilization and restoration of
the reverse painted “eye” window in the front. We
are also making application for funds for an historically accurate entrance to the Historic Church, while
moving our handicapped entrance to the museum/
social hall building.

Don and Bonnie Pavek and I attended a two day
regional training in Mt. Horeb, WI at Springdale
Lutheran Church on June 22-23, 2018, entitled “New
Dollars/New Partners for Your Historic Sacred
Place”. Together with 7 other congregations and
nonprofits (including our neighbors at Valley Grove
Preservation Society) we had two days of interactive
meetings and training designed to help us evaluate
our respective historic spaces and consider steps for
the future, including both funding and outreach.
Our first assignment was to State our Case, and ours
is as follows:
“Telling a Story,
Preserving a Treasure”
Since 1878, the historic
Trondhjem Church has
stood on the hill as a center for the Norwegian
Immigrant experience,
and now as a community
landmark. Painstakingly
restored to its 1899 appearance, it is a gathering place for family, cultural events and worship.
The dedicated museum
houses many artifacts
and hundreds of photographs from the early days
through the present, telling the story of this community.
We left the two day event with an ENORMOUS bag
of books and resources, as well as a sense that our
work and time with the Historic Trondhjem Church is
important and valued!
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A special day
Partners for Sacred Places Site Visit and Community Asset Mapping
The TCPS Board hosted a very important site visit by the Partners for Sacred Places staff and invited community members on August 21, 2017. We began with lunch, and an informal tour of Historic Trondhjem, sharing
the preservation/restoration work already completed, and viewing the exterior in need of painting, the “eye”
and the altar painting.
In addition to the four visiting Partners staff, the entire TCPS Board and a number of volunteers, the following
community members attended:
Ben Baker
Amy Boxrud
Jeff Docken
Joel Erickson
Susan Garwood
Keith Homstad
Jeff Quinnell
Steve Vosejpka
Gary Wagenbach
Mark & Sally
Wadekamper

City Planner, City of Lonsdale
Director, Norwegian-American Historical Association
Commissioner, Rice County Board of Commissioners
City Administrator, City of Lonsdale
Executive Director, Rice County Historical Society
Retired clergy, member of the Sons of Norway
Trondhjem Cemetery Board
Lonsdale Businessman and Historian
President, Valley Grove Preservation Society
Businessman, Farmers (the Daylily People!) & Neighbors

This knowledgeable group then engaged in a facilitated discussion around the special and unique features of
this historic structure and the Trondhjem Community Preservation Society itself. The goal of this “asset mapping” conversation was to educate our community partners about our facility, museum and events, and get
feedback on ways we can better serve and connect with the larger community. The feedback we received as
well as the connections we made that afternoon were positive and affirming for all participants. It will be the
Board’s job to put some of these ideas and connections into practice.
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Stay INFORMED
There are many reasons and many ways to stay
informed on the happenings of TCPS.
•

This newsletter

•

Our electronic newsletter
(Please let us know if you prefer this option)

•

Visit us at www.TrondhjemPreservation.org

•

Like us on our Facebook page, “Old Trondhjem
Church”

•

Email us at HistoricTCPS@gmail.com

•

Contact any board member (listed on pg. 2)

Building rental
A building as beautiful
as ours needs to be enjoyed by many people!
If you have a special
event coming up, consider
renting our
space with the newly
remodeled gathering
center.

To book a date for your wedding, family reunion,
holiday celebration or any group get together contact:
Ramona Pumper
Email: erlis@charter.net
Phone: 612-554-9252
OR
Sandy Valek
Email: uffdasandy@gmail.com
Phone: 507-319-6912

Museum news
Submitted by John Lindell
Each month the TCPS Museum Committee has a
‘”work day” on the third Thursday of the month.
Last August we were joined by a new member, Ann
Schwenderman, who brought her enthusiasm for genealogy, stories of her ancestors’ connection to the
Trondhjem community and photos of family and the
fabled Union Lake baseball team, along with receipts
from the Webster Coop and the Sjulstad Store in
Little Chicago. This opened the door for recollections about Little Chicago, the dance hall and the
general store and how its name, Berg, became known
as Little Chicago.
We hope this “round table discussion” where everyone gets to share recollections around a specific person, place or community event, will become a regular
part of our monthly Museum Committee gathering.
Merle Fossum’s blog this month reflects August’s
discussion.

Quinnell. They shared delightful early reminiscences
and helped with the photo identification of the large
Fossum-Quinnell 50th anniversary reunion. We have
a lot more questions we hope to ask soon.
Merle Fossum brought a copy of Solar Church Cemetery, Solor Norwegian Lutheran Church….since
1870, collected and edited by Janice (Uggen) Johnson. There are many community and family connections between Solor and Trondhjem Churches over
the past century and the extensive and bound research contains great stories and obituaries of those
buried in the Solor Church Cemetery.
In the coming months we hope to invite guests to
have Merle’s coffee, Mavis’ cookies and Arlys’
zucchini bread along with a lively discussion. If you
would like to join us we start at 9:30 a.m. third
Thursday of each month and would love to have you
join us.

This October Sandy Valek reported on her interview
with the nonagenarian sisters Naomi and Jan
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Donations MAY – SEPTEMBER 2017
Clarence & Vivian Anderson
Gerald Stai
Robert & Gladys Michelsen
Rosanne Bliss
Beverly Erickson
Lorraine Rovig
Craig & Mary Ann Ellingboe
Evelyn Horwath
Hazel Peterson
Dick & Roxanne Simon
Berit Anfinson
Lydia Quanbeck
Karen Johnson
Rev David & Louise Anderson
Honor of Merle & Mavis
Fossum
Lowell & Carole Gemsey
Memory of Allen Fossum
Audrey Top

In Memory of Morris & Clara
Saxerud
David & Judy Saxerud
Memory of Agnes Docken
Bauerly
Alice Coudron
Honor of “The Canada Boys, Ross
& Neil”
Deb Simon
Honor of Carole & Lowell
Gemsey
Merle & Mavis Fossum
Memory of Floyd & Carol
Johnson
Deb Simon
Memory of Burt Paulsen
Donna Paulsen

Tables & Chairs
Sherwin/Elna Hansen Memorials
Donna Paulsen

Honor of all TCPS Volunteers
Merle & Mavis Fossum

Memory of Joyce & Duane Pflaum
Dale & Betty Quist

Memory of Clifford & Ruth Johnson
Keith Huso

Memory of Ancestors/Trondhjem,
Norway
Sandra Drentlaw

Honor of All the Saints
Al Thorpe

Memory of Richard J Carlson
Bonnie Carlson

Memory of Mens & Edna Berg
Dallas & Millie Berg

Memory of Bennie, Ida & Jerome
Johnson & Francis Valek
Delores Johnson Valek
Brad & Deon Valek

Memory of Gordon Halverson
Maxine Halverson

Honor of Bonnie Pavek
Bill & Marilyn Kuehl

Memory of Sherwin & Elna Hansen & Eddie & Helen
Halverson
Darrell & Arlys Wiese

Honor of Nancy Halverson
Norton & Family & Memory of
Susan Porter Schwarten Steve

Honor of Dallas & Millie Berg
Stuart & Susan Berg

Memory of Lee & Carol Fossum
Karin Fossum

Memory of Elna & Sherwin Hansen
Rev Gene & Margaret Heglund

Schwarten

In Memory of Gordon &
Barbara Halverson
Ron Halverson & Kathleen Murphy

Memory of Allen Luther Fossum
Doug & Pat Fossum

Memory of Norm Halverson
Nancy Halverson Norton

Memory of Clarence & Nellie
Sjulstad (Grandparents) Lorraine
Sjulstad Olson (Mother) & Virginia
Sjulstad Miller (Aunt)
Robert M Olson
Memory of Barbara Buchite
Allan & Carol Buchite
Honor of Norman Halverson
Family
Richard & Karen Herreid
Honor of TCPS Committees &
Officers
Arlene Williams
Memory of Millie Berg
Duane & Elaine Kringen
Natalie & Elizabeth Carlson
Janet Martens
Mark & Mary Polzin
Janet Hanafin
Daryl & Judy Kuyper
Al Thorpe
Bob & Marilyn Matta
Martha Nelson
Carol Berg
Darlene Hand
Howard & Julie Thorsheim
Howard & Louise Midje
Darrell & Arlys Wiese
Lynne Berg
Steven & Sherri Mazanyi
Arleigh & Barbara Berg
Greg Langer
Ramona Pumper
Sandy Valek
Nancy Halverson Norton
Merle & Mavis Fossum
Mary & Stephen Hanks
Robin Ness
Delmar Jacobson
Renee Fredrickson
Jeanette Nelson
DJR Architecture, Inc.
Don & Bonnie Pavek
Deb Simon
Elisabeth Gales
Ardis Wilson
Patricia Webb
I.M. Dodson
Dick & Roxanne Simon
John Sagness
Sidney Olson
Deanna Seppanen
Bader Development, LLC
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Return service requested

My Contribution to Help Restore Historic Trondhjem Church
All Contributions are tax deductible.
Any $15.00 contribution will make you a member for the upcoming year.
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: __________________________________________________________
Please Accept my Gift of $________________
To be Given in Honor of: __________________________________________________
To be given in memory of: ___________________________________________________
We will gladly send an acknowledgment of your gift to someone you choose. Simply write the name and
address below, of where you would like an acknowledgement sent.

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Return to Trondhjem Community Preservation Society (TCPS), PO Box 259, Lonsdale, MN 55046. TCPS
is a 501 C3 corporation and all contributions are tax deductible.
8501 Garfield Ave., Lonsdale, MN 55046

www.TrondhjemPreservation.org
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