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Syttende Mai Celebration  

& Annual Meeting 
 

 

Come join our celebration of the Norwegian National  

Holiday,  Syttende Mai, when we gather at the Old Church – 

with the newly renovated social hall  

on Sunday, May 21st at 2:00 PM.  

 

 

 

We're thrilled to have  

“Twin Cities Hardingfelelag”  

providing our entertainment this year.  This group 

is dedicated to the performance of Traditional  

Norwegian Hardanger Fiddle  Music, so it’s very 

fitting that this special group will be  joining us   

as we celebrate not only Syttende Mai, but the     

re-opening of our expanded social hall and         

museum space.  

 

 

 

During the program intermission, a brief annual meeting 

will be held to elect members to the board of directors and 

provide an update on our remodeling project. An offering will 

be taken for the care and preservation of the historic church. 

Following the program traditional Norwegian treats, open 

faced sandwiches and coffee will be served. We ask members 

to bring their favorite homemade foods to share. 
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 From the President 

 

VOLUNTEERS! 
 

This is a momentous time for all of 

us with a connection to the Old 

Trondhjem Church.  With our long 

awaited and planned-for expansion 

to the social hall, we have accom-

plished one of our major goals in 

providing a better social, education-

al and museum space for our Mem-

bers and the larger community.   

 

Specifically, we now have more seating, easily acces-

sible bathrooms, additional space for historical dis-

plays, and a new kitchen that will allow for more effi-

cient serving. This was funded through many dona-

tions over a number of years - from smaller to sub-

stantial amounts - and this would not have been pos-

sible without that financial support. 

 

The other and no less critical component of this pro-

ject has been the human capital and the “sweat equi-

ty” of the many, many people who donated their time 

and talents to the building.   

 

First and foremost of these is our project manager, 

Don Pavek.  His enthusiasm, energy and knowledge 

over the past several years have truly driven this pro-

ject.  From the early meetings of the Building Com-

mittee to begin planning, to development of an af-

fordable design and shepherding it through the coun-

ty permitting process, to directing the building pro-

cess from demo to completion, to working with the 

many vendors, he has donated hundreds and hundreds 

of hours to see this to completion.  He is truly the 

“Volunteer of the Year” at TCPS, and we are so 

grateful! 

 

I also want to highlight the work of many others 

throughout this process.  John Lindell worked pa-

tiently to develop a design that would serve our needs 

as well as pass muster with the State Historic Preser-

vation Office staff, who provided critical advice on 

appropriate design, as the Trondhjem Church is on 

the National Register of Historic Places.  He also di-

rected the removal of the Museum artifacts to the 

 

NANCY NORTON  

sanctuary prior to the renovations, and has worked 

with the Museum Committee to re-install the Muse-

um into its new setting.  Dallas Berg was the point 

person for the various “systems” – security, sound 

and other operational issues, and worked alongside 

Don Pavek throughout the building process. 

 

Volunteers have assisted in other crucial ways: 

• Removed interior walls, ceilings and windows to 

prepare for the addition and re-model;  

• Members and many vendors donated time and 

materials;  

• The Kitchen Committee packed and moved out of 

the old kitchen, planned the new space, provided 

input into choice of finishes, such as carpet, tile 

and millwork, and cleaned and organized the 

move back into the new kitchen; and 

• The Board members who met over many months 

to plan the building and the process, to name but 

a few.  

 

On behalf of the Board and Members of TCPS, I 

want to thank all of those whose contributions of time 

and/or money made this possible, and particularly to 

those who work to sustain this building and this or-

ganization. 

 

What is left for us to do?  The landscaping around the 

structure will be addressed once the warm weather 

returns, and there will be a need for additional fur-

nishings for inside and outside the building.  There 

will be additional expenses such as on-going mainte-

nance, finishing the lower level, completing a third 

(basement) bathroom and a major paint job which 

will be needed after 15 years of Minnesota weather. 

Exterior benches and round banquet tables and new/

more chairs are future expenses as well.   

 

But a bigger question remains:  now what?  How will 

we best utilize this lovely space to further the mission 

and vision of the TCPS?  Can we build a careful lega-

cy to sustain and support our organization going for-

ward?  To that end, we look forward to your contin-

ued support and participation, which is so vital to this 

community effort. 

 
Nancy Norton 
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 Mark Your Calendars Museum 

Committee Report 

 

After a pause of some months, while the construc-

tion of the Fellowship Hall was in progress, the Mu-

seum Committee is back in full swing and we invite 

you to join us. As Nancy says in her letter, the 

Trondhjem Community Preservation Society is an 

organization that depends on volunteers and volun-

teering.  

  

This past month we have moved into the newly 

completed space, with new storage space for safes, 

for organizing collections and supplies, and in-

creased space for exhibit displays.  We can now re-

sume the cataloging of photographs, and other his-

toric materials, and continue with displaying TCPS 

history. 

 

We meet once a month, usually the third Thursday 

of each month, discuss the day’s projects over a cup 

of coffee and Arlys’ zucchini bread. Once underway 

for the day we take a pizza break at noon and usual-

ly finish around 2:00-2:30.  

 

So if you have the time, any skills, that might range 

from computer entry to gathering and or telling sto-

ries that you have wanted to share about Trondhjem, 

your family connections or just love zucchini bread 

and pizza (choices are voted on each month!) 

…….please, consider joining us.  

 

It is a great group and we would love to have you 

with us. 

 

 

John Lindell 

Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social 
 

Sunday July 23rd, 2017  
Noon to 4:00 PM 

 
We’re very excited to be able to move our summer 

event back to the Old Church, in the newly remod-

eled building!  

 

We’ll have the same menu you’ve enjoyed in the 

past;  

Lonsdale Country Market Hot Dogs,  

Homemade Sloppy Joes  

Potato Salad  

Pies 

Ice Cream 

Root Beer Floats  

 

And we’re excited “Cheryl and Friends” have agreed 

to come back to entertain us.  Mark your calendars to 

join us for the Pie and Ice Cream Social on Sunday, 

July 23 from 12 to 4 pm! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Ice Cream" or "I Scream, You Scream, We All 

Scream for Ice Cream" is a popular song, first pub-

lished in 1927, with words and music by Howard 

Johnson, Billy Moll, and Robert King.  

 

After initial success as a late 1920s novelty song, the 

tune became a traditional jazz standard, while the lyr-

ics refrain "I Scream, You Scream, We All Scream 

for Ice Cream" has remained a part of popular culture 

even without the rest of the song.  
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 The Good Old Days 
The following article is reprinted with permission 

from the Christdala newsletter.  Dale Quist is presi-

dent of the Christdala Church Preservation and 

Cemetery Association, as well as a long-time TCPS 

member and generous supporter of our restoration 

and remodeling initiatives over the years.  He has 

family ties to the Trondhjem community that go 

back many years.  It is also interesting to note that 

Christdala church and Trondhjem church were as-

sociated by sharing a pastor at the very beginning of 

both congregations, in the late 1800’s. 

 

The Good Old Days…..by Dale Quist 

Growing up on the family farm in the 1930’s during 

the Great Depression were difficult times one will 

never forget.  There were crop failures year after year 

because of the draught.  Seasonal record temperatures 

were recorded that have taken decades of time to be 

broken.  Farm animals were hungry, money was 

scarce with neighbors helping neighbors to survive.  

The old timers back in the day referred to these times 

with tongue in cheek as “the good old days.” 

In 1937 at the age of four, my Mother, Laura, and I 

went to a neighbor’s house along with others to dis-

cuss upcoming church meetings and church social 

events.  My brother, Lowell, now age 13, rode along 

with our Dad, Elmer, to the South St. Paul Stockyards 

with a load of eight Hereford steer to be sold.  On 

their return from St. Paul while driving through Mil-

lersburg, they could see smoke off in the distance bil-

lowing up from our old 1800’s farm house.  A freak-

ish early spring storm had passed through the area 

with high winds and lightning, with very little rain.  

The house had apparently been struck by lightning 

and burned to the ground in minutes.  All we had left 

were the clothes that we were wearing.  All our per-

sonal possessions were lost in the fire. 

Neighbors came to our rescue.  They brought food, 

clothing, cooking utensils, oil lamps and lanterns.  

We slept and made our living quarters in the garage, 

which measured twelve feet wide and twenty feet 

long, for the next several months while our house was 

being rebuilt. 

Visit us at www.TrondhjemPreservation.org 
and  

like “Old Trondhjem Church” on Facebook. 

During the summer of 1939, Elmer suffered a com-

pound fracture of his forearm in a farm accident.  

Again neighbors volunteered to help us through diffi-

cult times.  In the spring of 1940, a drifter came 

walking up our driveway.  He begged for food and 

water.  Elmer asked him to stay to help with the crops 

and the fall harvest.  After a few weeks, Elmer gave 

him a few dollars pay.  That same day late at night, 

the hired man stole our family car never to be seen or 

heard of again. 

In 1942, electricity came to our area.  We finally had 

water supplied to our house and indoor plumbing.  

Our country was also getting involved in World War 

II. 

Following a Sunday church service at Christdala, my 

brother, Lowell, heard talk of good fishing on Lake 

Mazaska near Faribault.  The following day Lowell 

drove to Millersburg where he picked up his best 

friend, Russell Swanson, and continued on to the 

lake.  It was a mild winter the month of January 

1942.  Lowell and Russell drove onto the lake using 

the same path that several other fishermen had used 

earlier in the day.  As they drove across the ice, the 

car broke through the ice and sank.  Both perished. 

Following the war, times got better.  Tractors with 

gas engines replaced the steam engine and horses.  I 

can understand why the old timers back then vented 

their feelings by saying,  

“The only thing good about the good old days  

is that they are gone.”  

.   
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 Altar Painting 

Julius and Marcus Holm: Painter of our Altar 
Painting and Builder of Our Historic Church 

 
Our altar painting remains in its original form, and 
was signed by Julius Holm. In an issue of the North-
field News from 1899 there is a brief note that Mar-
cus Holm was contracted to build the “new” 
Trondhjem Church. In 2002, when our restorationist, 
Dan Tarnaveanu, was restoring the interior stencils 
and décor of our church, he was very impressed with 
the color choices and skilled artisanship of the origi-
nal painter. Although our old church minutes from 
the time do not name the person who did the interior 
painting work, and only say that the church council 
agreed to have the interior painted “for free”, Tar-
naveanu speculated that it was done by Julius Holm. 
Maybe his sister Sophie also participated. The fol-
lowing article was researched and written by Kristin 
Anderson, Professor of Art Historyat Augsburg Col-
lege.   
-Merle Fossum 
 
 
Julius Holm was born at Rødenes, southeast of Oslo 

in Østfold, on May 18, 1856. His parents were Ole 

Svendsen (1829-1903) and Kristina Thoresdatter 

(1837-1907), and he had five siblings: Marcus, John, 

Theodore, Adolph, and Sophie. During the 1870s, 

Holm spent three years in the Norwegian Guard, in-

cluding time stationed in Stockholm. He emigrated 

in 1880, staying briefly at Mansfield, Ohio, before 

moving to Minneapolis. During the 1880s, the rest of 

his family—his parents and siblings—joined him in 

Minnesota. Most of them were noted in the 1885 

state census as residents of Webster, living next to 

the Iver Snesrud family. Iver Snesrud was Kristina 

Holm’s brother. 

 

By 1888, the whole family was together in Minneap-

olis, living in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. 

One brother was a butcher and two were tailors; 

Marcus was a carpenter and cabinetmaker, and Julius 

spent his career working as a painter, sometimes as-

sisted by his younger sister, Sophie. In 1893, the 

family purchased property on Seventh Street near 

20th Avenue (now part of the Augsburg campus) and 

built a house that many of them would occupy over 

the next few decades. Julius and Sophie moved to an 

apartment/studio on Franklin Avenue in 1899, and 

after Sophie’s death in 1903, Julius and Marcus built 

a couple of houses a few blocks south, on 16th Ave-

nue just north of Lake Street. Marcus and Julius re-

sided at these homes until their deaths in 1926 and 

1930. 

 

In the Minneapolis City Directories, Julius Holm is 

consistently identified as a painter. Various sources 

indicate that “painter” was a broad category that in-

cluded all sorts of painting, and Holm did everything 

from painting rail cars for the Milwaukee Road to 

interior decoration. One obituary noted that he paint-

ed houses in the summer, and that he worked on por-

traits, landscape paintings, and altar paintings during 

the winter.  

 

Holm is best known for a landscape painting, Torna-

do Over St. Paul, owned by the Minneapolis Institute 

of Art. Painted in 1893, it copied a photograph show-

ing the Lake Gervais tornado of July 13, 1890. Holm 

advertised as an altar painter in ethnic newspapers 

and church publications, and he was one of a handful 

of Norwegian-American artists in Minneapolis who 

catered to churches in need of altar decoration.  

 

About a dozen of his altar paintings have come to 

light in recent years, and many of them were painted 

in the first decade of the twentieth century. They are 

located in churches in Minnesota and North Dakota.  

 

The Holm family was deeply involved in the build-

ing and decoration of the Trondhjem Church. Ac-

cording to church records and news reports, Marcus 

Holm helped build the 1899 church, and he made 

new church furnishings in 1904. Julius--and maybe 

Sophie--likely supplied the “free” painting in the 

church, and Julius further beautified the Trondhjem 

church with his 1911 altar painting. It shows Jesus 

with the sleeping disciples in the Garden of Geth-

semane. Like other altar painters of the time, Holm 

copied his composition from a widely known paint-

ing by a famous artist: the Trondhjem picture is a 

copy of a Gethsemane scene by the German artist 

Heinrich Hofmann. 

 

The Trondhjem Church is a beautiful tribute to the 

impressive talents of the Holm family and their early 

connections to the area.  

Kristin Anderson, March 2017 
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 Our Beautiful Addition 

Board of Directors    
 

President - Nancy Halverson Norton 
Vice President – Ramona Pumper  
Secretary – Bonnie Pavek 
Treasurer – Deb Simon      
Board Members— Dallas Berg, Renee Fredrickson, 
Sandy Valek, Phil Bonham, Kristin Fossum Bierman 

Committee Chairs 
 

Building & Facility – Dallas Berg 
Museum – John Lindell 
Publicity/Newsletter/Web—Ann Pocker 
Editor—Merle Fossum 
Events & Programs—Sandy Valek 
Finance & Membership— Ann Pocker 
Account/Auditor—Randy Halverson 
Legal Advisor—Nancy Halverson Norton 

TCPS Board 

Landscaping coming this summer! 

A glance at our museum. 

Our beautiful new kitchen! 
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 Contributions 

Thank you for your   

contributions  

that help sustain this  

beautiful, historic treasure! 

DONATIONS      
November 2016 – March 2017 
 
Donations & Capital Campaign 
Gloria Boyum 
Gerald Stai 
William Roadfeldt 
Al Thorpe 
Kenneth & Cynthia Halverson 
Clare Jensen 
Susan Bruley 
Norman Vinnes 
Lloyd & Mary Young 
Arlene Williams 
Sandra Drentlaw 
Bill & Lu Lindstrom 
Lucille Hill 
Clare & Sondra Jensen 
Sheldon Berg 
Brenda Pflaum 
 
Memory of Jerry Cleland 
Al Thorpe 
 
Memory of Percy & Millie Johnson 
Jean Johnson 
Julie Nelson 
 
Memory of Palmer & Harriet       
Fossum 
Lowell Fossum & Kari Stolley 
 
Memory of Oscar & Myrtle Hagen 
Alice Gardner 
 
Memory of Bill Quinnell 
Michael & Mary Ann Johnson 
 
Memory of Bob Hokeness 
Florence Stanaitis 
 
Memory of Parents 
Bing & Joan Quinnell 
David & Judith Saxerud 
 
Memory of Harland & Doan      
Quinnell 
Brett & Bonnie Quinnell 

Memory of Joyce Pflaum 
Dorothy Hofmeister 
 
Memory of Randa Vogen 
Alan Vogen 
George & Judith Pinc 
 
Memory of Louie & Petra Johnson 
Barb Lentsch 
 
Memory of Zackary Baldwin &  
Nathan Cory 
Larry & Nancy Baldwin 
 
Memory of Norm Halverson 
Sorveig Velde 
 
In Memory of Great-Grandparents 
Daniel & Emelie, Grandparents 
Mens & Edna and Parents Arleigh 
& Deloris (all Bergs) 
Carol Berg 
 
Memory of Randa Vogen 
Gary & Judy Stinar 
 
Memory of Dwayne & Joyce 
Pflaum 
Stephan & Sandra Lee 
Brenda Pflaum 
Merle & Mavis Fossum 
 
Honor of Delores Valek & Memory 
of Francis Valek & Bennie & Ida 
Johnson 
Brad Valek 
 
Memory of Irene Quinnell Otte 
Arland & Myrna Otte 
 
Memory of Harris & Ruby Hagen 
Linda Otte 
 
Memory of Hauer Christie 
Sherry Biltz 
 
Memory of Burt Paulsen 
David & Teresa Paulsen 

Memory of Carol & Lee Fossum 
Karin Fossum 
 
Memory of Russell & Evelyn       
Anseth 
Pam Dudley 
 
Memory of Jerry Wenner 
Deb & Dale Simon 
 
Memory of Douglas Larson-Sell 
Deb & Dale Simon 
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NONPROFIT 
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PERMIT NO. 39 

My Contribution to Help Restore Historic Trondhjem Church 

All Contributions are tax deductible. 

Any $15.00 contribution will make you a member for this year. 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip: __________________________________________________________ 

Please Accept my Gift of $________________ 

To be Given in Honor of: __________________________________________________ 

To be given in memory of: ___________________________________________________ 

We will gladly send an acknowledgment of your gift to someone you choose.  Simply write the name and 
address below, of where you would like an acknowledgement sent. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Return to Trondhjem Community Preservation Society (TCPS), PO Box 259, Lonsdale, MN 55046.  TCPS 
is a 501 C3 corporation and all contributions are tax deductible. 

 8501 Garfield Ave., Lonsdale, MN  55046                                                                              www.TrondhjemPreservation.org 

Return service requested 


